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The 2008/2009 Academic year seems to have flown by! It does not feel as if a year has passed since I last stood here to report back to you about the activities of The King’s School. 

Once again, individual reports will be made for the Primary and Secondary Schools and these will include details of activities and achievements which I do not wish to duplicate. 

I continue to believe that Christian Education, as offered by this school, has never been more relevant or valuable in this country. I have had several opportunities this year to speak to groups of young parents about the challenges of raising up children in the way that they should go, and have realized, from the response which I have had, that not a lot is being done to encourage and support parents who have chosen to accept the responsibility imposed by Proverbs 22..6.  Many parents want to do what they believe is right, but feel alone and unsure of their mandate when they act contrary to current social norms. I believe that the support which we are able to offer, while providing a quality academic foundation, is of great value.

The current economic downturn has posed a challenge to all private schools as parents have lost confidence in their financial capabilities, and numbers in the school have dropped. This has put a lot of pressure on the budget and on the day to day running of the school. Fortunately, we have always had to work carefully with our resources and have always had to walk in Faith that our Lord will provide and so we have been able to meet this challenge well. Frugal spending in past years had also allowed us to accumulate some funds against such a contingency. Although we are likely to show a budget loss at the end of the financial year, cash flow is strong and the school is still financially sound. 

At the beginning of this year we began a process of improving our marketing strategies. This involved working with a consultant who has advised and facilitated a number of steps. We have refined our internet profile with a new website and Google adds, we have held an extra open day and some additional events to raise public awareness of the school. These included an evening of financial advice with Trinity Wealth Management and a luncheon for pastors at the school. I have also, as mentioned, been able to speak to a number of groups about education related topics and use these opportunities to promote the school.

This has raised the number of people who have enquired about the school and have been on site to see what we do. In particular we wished to raise awareness of the school amongst parent of children about to start primary school, and I believe that we have been successful in this. Numbers, which looked very low some months back, have crept up to a more acceptable/encouraging level.  I believe that the fruit of these new initiatives will continue to be seen over the next few years.

I continue to praise God for the quality of people that he brings to the staff of the school.  I need to make special mention of Mr Bill carter who has continued to teach at the school after retiring last year. We lost the services of Monica Agedo early in the year due to immigration problems and Mr Carter has held the fort for us in spite of a desire to lay down the load of teaching –My sincere thanks to him.  I need to note my admiration for and appreciation of each member of the staff team for a job well done. As always, I need to make special mention of Mr Reeves, Mrs Breed and Sandra Case for the excellent way in which they lead their department s and for their support. I also need to honour Eleanor Taylor who does an enormous amount for me and for the school in her role as bursar. John Hopkinson and The PTC do a great job and are an encouragement to me – thank you. 

The Trustees of Kingdom Education are a group of wise and Godly men and I thank them for their commitment to the school and to me.  David Crook leads with wisdom and love and has become a true friend and support as we meet regularly for prayer and breakfast.

Finally, I must use this time to honour a man who has left his fingerprints all over the history of King’s. Roy Young has retired from the trustees and from membership of Kingdom Education.

Roy was in at the beginning and has stayed committed to this vision ever since. He and Beryl have made an immense contribution to every aspect of the life of the school in many different roles.  Roy’s contributions in every possible way are unmatched and he has blessed us all.

To me, personally, Roy has been a mentor and a friend and a warrior to stand shoulder to shoulder with in battle and I will miss his involvement in the school and in my life dearly.  He does, however need and fully deserves a rest from this responsibility and I am sure I speak on behalf of you all as I wish him God’s richest blessings in the years to come.  

Secondary School Report for Members & Trustees

29th June 2009 (for period April 2008 – June 2009)

Teaching, Learning & Assessment

Mr Bill Carter retired in Summer 2008 after many years of faithful service at Pilgrim School and then five years here at King’s. He stayed on in September to do six lessons a week, teaching his Year 11 groups that he had started in Year 10. Mr Carter’s main workload was taken on by Ms Monica Aghedo, who taught Maths, Chemistry & Physics during the Autumn term. Her employment ended at Christmas, leaving us a big hole to fill in the timetable. We were pleased to secure the services of Mrs Sally Hart, an experienced Geography teacher, for two mornings a week from January. This freed up Mr Malcolm Skipper to take over Ms Aghedo’s Chemistry. We are indebted to Mr Carter, who agreed to return full time in January as a temporary measure to cover the Maths & Physics. We are grateful for Mr Carter’s continued selfless service to the school, and to Mrs Gaynor Barker, an experienced Maths teacher, who has recently come on board to lighten Mr Carter's workload. Mrs Barker will be staying on in September to take over the teaching of Maths for Years 7-10 and to be the form tutor for Year 7, relieving Mrs Jenny Smith of this duty. We are grateful to Jenny for her valuable input in this role in recent years. Mr Skipper will be teaching GCSE Physics from September, so we are just left trying to fill a half day a week post for Key Stage 3 Physics.

We achieved more good KS3 results last May, showing progress from KS2 results, with the vast majority of pupils reaching or surpassing the expected level for 14 year olds. This was the last year of the official tests, although we still be used QCA papers for Year 9 Maths & English tests in May.

We had Excellent GCSE Results from Summer 2008 (19 candidates);

95% pupils gained 5 or more A*-C grades

79% pupils gained 5 or more A*-Cs including English, Maths & Science (published figure)

36% A*/A

88% of entries were ‘passed’ at C or above.

All statistics are above national and county averages and are very good for a non-selective school.

The results are up on the previous year, although our results do fluctuate year on year due to the small size of the cohort and the non-selective nature of our admissions policy.

The extra language & fast track option proved a success, as the students involved all achieved A*. My thanks to our French teacher, Mrs Heather Lees, for the extra lunchtimes put in to make it happen.

The new Science specification went very well, with 15 out of 19 pupils going on to achieve 3 separate sciences, all with good or excellent grades.

We continue to work closely with parents and again had very successful parents’ evenings, with 99% attendance. We do appreciate the support that we have from parents. We have also looked to develop the role of pupils in making the school a better place, and this year has seen the development of a senior school council, run by Mr Mic Cornell, following the recommendation by Ofsted last November.

Pupils’ achievements were again celebrated at Awards evening in October, notable for the first ‘platinum’ merit certificate (for gaining over 100 merits) awarded to Caleb Owusu-Yianoma.

Martha Cracknell received the Principal’s Award, Rebecca Kinahan the Dennett Shield and our head-boy, John Wild, was given a special award for services to the school community. Pupils continue to play a valuable role in the spiritual life of the school, with a number of Year 11s taking primary devotions and leading worship in assembly. A few pupils have also spoken in assemblies and a core group of Year 11 pupils played significant leadership roles on the Dawn Kids trip to Latvia in October.

Trips & Events

The Latvia trip was very successful in October and enjoyed by all who went. It was a very fruitful time, both with the Latvians but also amongst members of the team, with memorable times of worship, ministry and prayer seeing significant breakthroughs in peoples’ lives. Please pray for plans for a possible fourth trip, which may or may not happen next year, depending on God’s leading.

Our fourth Y9 Boys’ trip took us to a new venue, equally remote and primitive, offering us the opportunity to camp-out in ‘shelters’ for a night for the first time. We have had a couple of very successful language exchange trips, with our pupils staying with families in Germany (Sept) and France (March). We also welcomed folk from the Bremen School in October and our friends from France in April. Last week saw our first ‘sports tour’, with a group of Year 8 & 9 boys and girls visiting Bremen for a couple of days and playing in Football tournaments. Y9 enjoyed a trip to see Shakespeare in March and the pupils very much valued the events put on over the year by our parent body, namely the Funday in July, Firework night and Christmas meal. Mr Cornell organised another old people’s party which was very well attended and enjoyed by all. He was also very involved in our  Leavers’ dinners, one on a Chinese theme and then this year themed on London. They have been lovely evenings, when the Y10 class wait on staff and leavers, who enjoy a meal and music together.

The Show

The highlight of the last year has to be the amazing show that the pupils performed in February. ‘My Fair Lady’ was an extraordinary success, with some excellent performances from the lead players and a general enthusiasm and co-operation from the cast that made them a joy to work with. The quality of the acting was stunning, testament to the hours of hard work put in by the pupils under the expert guidance of Mrs Christy Monson. The singing throughout the performance was of a very high standard and again credit must go to the perseverance of the pupils and the many hours put in by Mrs Liz Hammond and her faithful, piano-playing assistant, Mrs Sandra Case. Final word must go to Mrs Brenda Matthews, who not only organised the Dawn Kids Latvia trip, but also took on the producing role for the show, combining many different jobs, such as choreography, props, costumes, scheduling etc. She and the team did an amazing job and the end result was a real testimony of how God had worked in many little things to bring about a show that was a real spectacle. 

Andy Reeves (Head of Secondary)

Music

Our summer concert at the school last May was a lovely evening, showcasing the talent that had performed so well during the arts festival. This year’s competition took the form of a ‘King’s School Has Talent’ week. We then had a concert of the best items at the end of April, which was a really fun evening. Choir and Orchestra continue to thrive and performed admirably at Awards evening and the Carol Service. Our thanks go to Mrs Liz Hammond for all her hard work in this area.

Sport

Last summer we enjoyed another lovely day at Stockwood Park for our senior sports day and then took a strong team to Witney and came away with five team trophies from the Christian Schools’ Sports Day. Mr Neal Casley continues to help with the Football, and we have had some success this year, with the Y7/8s winning 4 out of 6 games and also winning a tournament over in Romford. The girls have won their football matches and the Netball teams have also enjoyed some success, although we lost a number of games to the weather. We have played Basketball, Rounders and Table-tennis fixtures and have also entered a table-tennis team in the local evening league, which has proved a success and been greatly enjoyed by those involved. The boys and girls table-tennis tournaments were again well-subscribed, and there have been inter-house competitions in Basketball, Volleyball, Football, Orienteering and Dodgeball.

We look forward to the prospect of a new hard court area and the possibility of using the donkey field as a small grass pitch, both of which would be of great benefit to the PE department and the school as a whole.

Fund-raising

We have continued our usual assortment of fund-raisers throughout the year, both for school and for other causes. The sponsored 2km walk last summer proved a great success and we raised about £1800 towards new IT equipment at the school, which all pupils are now benefitting from. Since then we have taken part in initiatives such as the Operation Christmas Child boxes, as well as raising money for ‘Eagles Wings’ and the ‘Right to Dream’ project. Before half-term we had our second Jump Rope event, a day of sponsored skipping which was enjoyed by all. The money is still coming in from that.

Primary School Report to Members – 9 June 2009

I am pleased to be able to report to you on the staff, teaching and activities in the Primary School

We ended the Summer term of last year with only our music teacher, Mrs Maria Prowse moving on, and started the Year with Mrs Katina Williams as the new primary music teacher. She has continued to run the choir and enthusiastically allowed any interested child to join the orchestra, thus developing a very large percussion section! The choir and orchestra were taken to the Albert  Hall  in London for the Proms for schools concerts.

Mrs Kan has been the class teacher for Year 6 since Mrs Ottaway left. We received our results last July from the Key Stage 2 SATS and were once again very pleased to have our children perform well under external testing. 17 pupils wrote the tests with 94% of pupils achieving level 4 or above for English, and 82% of pupils achieving level 4 or above in the Maths; 95% of children got level 4 or above for the Science tests. - Over all, a very pleasing set of results. 

Key Stage one completed optional tests and these were moderated internally last year. However this year, 2009, we decided to take the new national tests under the supervision of Mrs Bartley as she started the year teaching Yr 2, rather than Yr 1. 

It was Miss Alison Hickman who started the year in Yr 1 but left to return to work with her family up north in January of this year. Mrs Katherine Leaver then took up the Year 1 position but soon realised that she was pregnant and last week left us to prepare for the birth of her baby.  

Elizabeth Harris has continued to work with me in Year 5 and also continued to provide some non-contact time for staff in the primary school. 

We are now teaching foreign languages to children from Y 3 to Yr 6. We decided to have the children in the primary school experience 2 languages and so in Years 3 and 4 German is being taught with much enthusiasm and with the focus on enjoyment of the language. Year 5 and 6 have continued to be taught French in the Primary school. 

The school council is going strong under the capable guidance of Mrs Lotter. They continue to monitor and organize the use of playground equipment and often have ideas and suggestions which are passed on to myself and Mr Case. They have also started a gardening club which starts with some tidying of beds this term, but we hope to develop a small vegetable garden with the help of some parents next year. The ‘Buddy’ system has worked well with volunteers from the higher year groups acting as friends and playmates for children who struggle with relationships or finding games to join in with, on the playground

Each class has been on an outing each term. This year these visits have included visits to Kew gardens, the Bedford Museum, The Golden Hind and British War Museum in London, the Verulamium in St Alban’s, ,JD’s Jungle adventure, The Frogmore Paper trail,  Whipsnade Zoo and Willows farm. We continue to try and provide various other opportunities to expand and support the curriculum. Year 5 and 6 went on their residential visit to Woodrow near Amersham where we were able to enjoy the freshly fallen snow.

We have also continued with the visits to the school from the drama group called ‘Perform’ in Key stage 1, which are very popular with the children and staff. This year we also had an Easter story teller visit all classes. 

At Christmas we did a Christmas production called ‘There’s Something Amazing going on’, which featured the Key stage 1 pupils. They were also able to present this at the OAP Christmas party held by the secondary school. Key Stage 2 are hoping to produce a musical next year. 

Outside of school the children from Year 6 were once again invited to sing carols at Spires hospital which was well received with a larger than usual group of hospital staff joining our round. The Dawn kids have been to visit the Old people at Stopsley and will also be going to Chorley wood this year. 

Once again we supported the Love Russia charity and with the secondary school we also supported the operation Christmas child charity, filling shoe boxes. Last term we supported the YWAM charity, ‘Eagle’s wings’  and the children in Key Stage one had a ‘Grubby Bear day’ where they brought Teddy bears to school and had a teddy bear themed day to support Action medical research who work with sick babies.

Sporting activities have continued with Miss Wright and Mr Casley offering after school clubs of netball and football in the first term. We held an enjoyable interhouse swimming gala at Aldwickbury school. Athletics meetings were held for Years 5 and 6 with the secondary school at the Stockwood Park track in the Summer term last year and we also had a primary sports day which was a successful event held on the front lawn. Our Yr 5 and 6 children fared well when competing against other Christian schools in athletics, once again walking away from the event with many trophies - so we look forward to the next event in a week’s time.

We continue to encourage staff development, with Jill Bartley acting as mentor to Mrs Leaver who was an NQT. Monitoring of Assessment courses were attended by Years 0,1and 2. Three staff attending training for dealing with the wide spectrum known as ‘autism’ which occurs in varied degrees in some children, This proved to be very worthwhile and informative.

The improved provision of ICT this year has been a huge asset to the primary school as we now are connected to the internet in the media centre as well as having 3 interactive whiteboards – named SMART boards-, in 3 of the classrooms. We hope to have these placed in every primary classroom as we are able to afford them. All classes have computers available for use in the classroom as well. Computer use is become integrated into the Primary curriculum more and more as the National curriculum is updated.

The primary school could not be such a busy part of the school without the help of a great team of people. I am very appreciative of the hard work and support of staff in the primary school as well as of those staff who assist us in the office and who are such a blessing to us all. The many volunteer assistants from the parent body, who drive buses, exchange reading books and assist in the classrooms and the library, are an invaluable part of our day to day working and we are very grateful to them for their support.

I know that we are continuing to produce a good standard of education for our children while having the privilege of seeing them grow in their knowledge of and relationship with God. I feel that we are achieving our goal to help our children to be confident children, of good Christian character, as they grow and develop within the Primary school.

Belinda Breeds – (Head of Primary)

BURSAR’S REPORT FOR AGM 29TH JUNE 2009

YEAR ENDED AUGUST 2008

Audited accounts were completed and circulated in December 08. The year reflected a paper surplus of £42,231 on the school’s activities for that year.  

FINANCIAL YEAR 2008- 2009

Balance sheet 

The balance sheet continues to be healthy with no major additions this year in terms of assets/equipment except for an upgrade to a single photocopier in the admin department.

Cash Position The school’s cash position remains very good as we hold cash of the approximate equivalent of two months expenses.

Income

Mr Case will address the pupil numbers. School fees were increased by 10% in the current financial year. Although pupil numbers have dropped the overall income has remained on par with that of the last financial year.  
Insurance policies are all in place and adequate.  

Payables

Payables are kept current and paid within 30 days. The school continues to access the best prices; our gratitude must be expressed to Mrs Jennifer Smith who continues to very ably handle the school’s purchases.

Utilities 

As stated in our last meeting the school enjoyed fairly good rates at the start of the financial year but have been hit with a significant increase in prices and the school has seen a considerable increase in cost. There have been three major water leaks which have not helped.

Staff costs- there has been no major increase in the staff complement during the year.

Profit and Loss 

The approved budget anticipates a £40k loss for the current financial year. It must be stated clearly that everyone is on board, Mr Case, the staff and myself, all working hard together at minimising the extent of the loss in this financial year.

Financial Crisis

The school has lost a few pupils to the financial crises where parents have had to move to access jobs, or, whose circumstances have been adversely affected by job loss or downturns in sales where they are self-employed.

Bankers 

The relationship with our Bankers is improving. They have recently been in contact and the school’s facilities are being reviewed – we believe in a positive light. 
Public Benefit 

This was raised at the last meeting I think by John Matthews. The school proposes to conduct a full review of its benefit to the public in the school holidays sighting that this has been done by many of the independent school like Eaton College.

ADMINISTRATION 
Recruitment, induction and health and safety procedures are now streamlined and working well. The school continues to make strides in this area as the whole-school, primary and secondary school policies are being addressed on a regular basis as are Fire, Risk assessments and Staff policies. Statutory regulations are being followed and the relevant amendments are made on a timely basis. (E.g. leave allowances and minimum wage changes).  

I applaud our staff for all the hard work and extra-curricular activities they take on.

We owe a debt of gratitude to the many friends and parents who volunteer their assistance in class-time, on trips, in administration, fundraising activities and in many other areas which add immense value to the learning environment and experience of pupils. 

PREMISES
The school continues to be kept in very good order. ACTION FOR CHILDREN (formerly NCH) continue to cover the major work in the school.  With key internal and external decorating complete the more lacklustre projects will now be undertaken. For instance, the laying of some water mains, fixing of the balustrades at the front of the main building and, a continuation of the removal of asbestos from the loft cavities are set to be addressed in this financial year.
FORECAST FOR 2009/10
Income

Pupil Numbers impact will impact the income to be generated however we continue in Faith for the numbers to continue to increase steadily. The interest on the website has been phenomenal.  

The Trustees have agreed that School fees will increase by 4% for the ensuing year commencing September 2009 and parents were advised in April 2009.

Volatile areas  

Utilities:- The school has just completed the process of negotiating the following years’ prices and fixing them in anticipation of the massive increase in gas prices being predicted in the very negative media we are exposed to daily.

We continue to seek your prayers for an increase in school numbers and for the continued Grace that the favour of God continues to bring to the school.

Eleanor Taylor - Bursar

Meeting Notes by John Hopkinson

6th July 2009


